What is it

This internet site gathers all the experiences that have been brought on inside the
infant-toddler centers and preschools of the city of Modena and the foundation
Cresciamo. The site also has thematic insights and guidelines of the project.

The process that has begun twelve years ago and has produced all this has seen, at
the beginning, preschools of the municipality of Modena and the foundation
Cresciamo, and after that the infant-toddler centers of the municipality and, in the
last three years, a number of private schools. This has clearly had an impact on the
number of experiences We gathered (in the last years the number of participants has
constantly increased), but this has also given new life and new points of view to the
project.

Today the project extends to all the territory of the city and it covers almost all the
services 0-6 in Modena. Following the formative system of the schools, it was held
a course about the Body and the Movement, that the teachers have had the
possibility of attending to theoretical lessons and practical ones in which were
proposed themes and methodological informations, thanks to the collaboration with
Andrea Ceciliani, teacher at the university of Bologna.

Usually there are a couple of meetings held at the beginning of the school year and
one held at the end in which certain important experiences are presented, analyzed
and commented on. During the school year, meetings are also organized by the
pedagogist coordinator, who heads the project, so that small groups of teachers can
exchange point of view over their respective experiences, and be supported all the
way thru the school year, and see good and bad in their own and their collegues'
work to give new life to the practice of the experiences.

In this site are gathered the experiences about “The Body and The Movement”, but
the teachers of the Municipality of Modena train in all the five experience fields
like the national indication tells for the Curriculum.

The work in Modena starts with the need to follow the interests of children that
come from the listened conversations between kids and teachers. From this a
virtuous process of observation, proposals and new observation of actions and



intuitions of the kids with the answer of the adult starts. The answer is a sort of
enrichment that the teacher gives to the children using knowledge and language
learnt inside the camps.

Much of the work is in the field of proximal development of the child that, thanks
to the prepared and focused adult, like Sergio Neri hoped, leads the children where
they can go, but aren’t yet.

In many experiences many intertwinements of diffentent fields of expertise are
present where, for example, from a stroll thru the neighborhood, the kids can talk
about the points of reference they have to orient themselves outside the school,
doodle a map, alone or together in a group, and try again to follow the same route
reading their own drawings. A possible activity following this could be a new
outing and, as well as the points of interest already known, going around searching
for numbers that can be found in the neighborhood, maybe because the child
recognizes the number two in the civic number of a house and doesn’t know why
there is a number there...

“What matters to us is that our children live in its entirety a good school that knows
how to not only let them grow, but also has help them wisely.”

“The knowledge learnt inside the school needs to be vehicle and medium for the
research of the meaning that is assigned to our personal experience, to the nature
and the quality of the relationships with others, the peers, the adults and the
environment”.

Sergio Neri

We thank the schools of the municipality of Modena and the foundation Cresciamo

Infant-toddler centers :

Amendola

Barchetta

Cipi



Cividale

Edison

Forghieri
Gambero
Marcello

Parco XXII Aprile
Pellico

Piazza

Sagittario

San Paolo
Vaciglio
Villaggio Giardino

Centro Bambini Genitori
Stregatto

Polo Triva

Preescholls of the municipality:

Anderlini
Barchetta
Costa
Forghieri
Modena Est

Saliceto Panaro



San Damaso
San Pancrazio
San Remo
Simonazzi
Tamburini

Villaggio Giardino

Preeschools of the Foundation Cresciamo:

Cimabue

Don Minzoni
Edison
Fossamonda
Malaguzzi

Marconi

Saluzzo

Toniolo

Villaggio Artigiano
Villaggio Zeta



