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“Knowing your own territory” is the project motto of Stones telling tales. This educational project 

has been implemented in order to spread scientific knowledge and awareness on the value of local 

urban heritage through the variety of environmental and cultural aspects of the territory and 

landscapes of Modena Province. 

The University Museum “Gemma 1786” promoted this experience in collaboration with high 

schools and public and private partners from Modena, Sassuolo and Finale Emilia. 

150 students voluntarily joined in the project, which was rewarded by a competition of ideas named 

“I Love Cultural Heritage”, organized by the Cultural Heritage Institute of Emilia-Romagna Region. 

 

Goals 

The Stones telling tales project aims at teaching the complexities and vulnerability of cultural 

heritage to foster students’ capabilities and talents by involving them in promoting actions 

concerning the urban heritage of Modena Province, which was considerably damaged by the 

Emilia earthquakes of 2012. 

The students were encouraged to use the urban elements of the local territory and landscapes as 

narrative themes in order to capture the visitors’ attention on the heritage value and its need to be 

protected, by creating relations among the places, things and people belonging to the local 

historical memory with the everyday life. 

A quotation by the Senegalese poet Baba Dioum sums up the philosophy of this educational 

project: “In the end we will conserve only what we love. We will love only what we understand. We 

will understand only what we are taught”. 

 

Project Phases 

This year-long project was organized into different stages [Construction (1), Re-elaboration (2) and 

Transmission (3) of knowledge], subdivided in management moments, guided visits at the 

museum, thematic training, workshop experiences, surveys, explorations and evaluation 

processes. 

 

Project strategy 

The central thread of the project was the topic of Water which was described by means of the 

historical, artistic and scientific landmarks present in the urban heritage of the towns of Modena, 

Sassuolo and Finale Emilia. 

The students worked in little groups in order to elaborate their narration on the local heritage which 

was later presented to the public during the six scheduled events, two for each town. 


