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Collaborating to solve problems
The experience of the treasure hunt

Game preparation:
We set the environment, with the 
goal to create intriguing and 

mysterious routes, 

little burrows to explore, in order to 
stimulate children curiosity.
We were conscious of the fact 
that darkness arises the level of 
difficulty for movement.

We used tables to build a tunnel, and we used chairs and 

beds to create hidden areas to explore.

The group was made of 7 children and 2 teachers.



We explained children the goal of the 
game. We repeated it many times, since 

we noticed that their attention was attracted 
by the torches they had in their hands. They 
were so enthusiast that they wanted to 
repeat the game multiple times.

The goal was to find Spotty the dog in 

the room.
We chose Spotty as it is an object with an 
emotional values for them: they sometimes 
choose it to sleep with.

While teacher Ivana was hiding Spotty, 
the children were out of the room. 

Once they got in, we switched the light off, 

and the torches on, and we started the 

game.



Irene: "I'm looking"
Dario: "It's not here"
Carlotta: "No it's not"
Clara: "I look under the chairs"
Dario: "I look under the beds"
While Andrea is going in the tunnel, he starts calling it: 
«Spotty where are you?»

Ivana: "Now I'm giving you a hint: Spotty hid in the 

area close to the window".
They go towards the window, they lighten the tent 
with the torches, and Clara says: "But usually they hide 
in their bed"
So she looks again under the chairs, and the other 
children follow her, while playing with the light of the 
torches.

Ivana adds another piece of information: "You should 
look where it's hot... what is that makes heat?"
Dario: "The radiator. I'll look under the radiator".
All the children get closer to the radiator, lightening 
it with the torches.
Irene: "It's not here"
Dario: "Neither here"



Ivana: "Do we have just one radiator?"
Clara: "No many"
Ivana: "Where are they?"
Clara: "In the toilet, in class..."
Ivana: "In this room only one?"

Carlotta turns, looks around, with the 
torch lightens the other wall and finds 
the radiator, she gets closer and 
she finds Spotty.



Reflections

▪ The hunting was done in small groups of children. The groups were 

formed according to the area that children wanted to explore.
At the beginning of the game, there were some children who took the initiative to 
explore, and some children who observed, and waited to take a decision. 

We noticed that children were really committed to collaborate through verbal 

exchanges of information. For example: "It's not here!", "Neither here", "Where is it?" 
"Spotty where are you?"
We noticed also strong emotions: each of them wanted to be the first one to find it.

▪ The game, that was repeated many times, showed a progressively deeper hunting. 

Usually they went back to the place where they had found it in the previous round, and 
when they didn't find it there, they were not disappointed, but willing to continue their 
hunting.



Reflections

▪ When they were given an extra hint, some children were going on with their hunting, 

while others were stopping and listening carefully to the suggestions, understanding that 
the hint was an important element for their hunting.

▪ When a child had the role to hide the object, we noticed emotion and concentration in 

him/her while choosing the hiding place, and when the mates were searching, the 

hider was giving hints to them.

▪ Some of the children could not handle the frustration of not being able to be the first 

one to find the object.



Wolf hunting in the school garden

The wolf is a known character as it is 
the protagonist of many stories 
children listen to.

The choice of this character is due to 

the strong emotional impact
it has on children.

Once we decided the space, the rules 
and the game mode, the teacher hid 
the wolf without being seen.

The hunting started, and it 
involved most of the children.



They started exploring the various parts 

of the garden, showing mastery and 
intentionality in the hunting (they searched 
under and inside the bushes, among the 
roots of the trees, under the wood 
footboards, behind the logs...).

The group was very united and collaborative, 

with a thought for action.

To keep the interest high, we added an 

important hint: to look among the small 

leaves.

This hint orientated children, who 
immediately went towards the bushes with 
small leaves and found the hiding place.



Bianca: "Where there are many leaves. 
Here they are"
Dario: "There's nothing here"
Andrea: "Let's look in the rosemary, come 
here"
Francesco: "I've had an idea, let's go and 
see if it went on the tree"
Ivana: "Remember that you have to search 
where there are the small small leaves"
They go back to the bush and dig.
Leon: "Here it is, I found it!"



Children's hiding places...



Conclusions

▪ The hiding places chosen by the children became more and more difficult and 

complex.

▪ Children perfectly understood what a hint is and that it offers more information to 

reach your objective.

▪ For this reason, children learnt to listen more carefully to the teacher and to their 

mates, in order to reach the goal.

▪ Children experienced the frustration of not being able to be the first one to find the 

treasure, but the group became more cohesive and able to collaborate for a 

common goal. A simple experience that helped children developing important life skills.




